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Eastern Suffolk BOCES Guidance Counselor
Receives Award from Western Suffolk Counselors’
Association (WSCA)
Eastern Suffolk BOCES is proud to announce that Christine Conry has been honored with the Western
Suffolk Counselors’ Association (WSCA) Counselor of the Year Award for 2009. Ms. Conry has been an
ESBOCES employee since 1990. On an annual basis, WSCA honors its professional members with a
Counselor of the Year Award. In addition to two letters of recommendation, the nominee must meet several
criteria including contributing to the field of counseling or human development, providing innovative or

unique programs to students, and participating in professional activities in the school,
district, or community. 

The Western Suffolk Counselors' Association (WSCA) is the professional organization in the
western part of Suffolk County, Long Island, New York for individuals engaged in, or
interested in, any phase of counseling. Membership includes school counselors in public
and private schools, mental health counselors, college admissions counselors, career
counselors, professors, and students in the field of counseling.

When asked how she felt about receiving this noteworthy award Ms. Conry said, “I so enjoy
being a Guidance Counselor. It is amazing to be recognized for something you love doing.”

WSCA is a chapter of the New York Counseling Association (NYCA) and serves as a central
clearing agency for information pertinent to present or contemplated counseling programs
in Suffolk County. It maintains and improves professional standards in the field of counseling

as well as encouraging creative and experimental activities in the field.

Each year WSCA awards grants and scholarships to graduating high school
students who have excelled academically, culturally, and socially during their 
high school years.

Pink Hair for Hope 
Students raise $1,700 for Breast Cancer Awareness
Students in Donna Singer and Wendy Joyce’s Senior Cosmetology classes from the
Brookhaven Technical Center (BTC) in Bellport joined forces with SO.CAP.USA and
the National Breast Cancer Foundation (NBCF) for Pink Hair for Hope. For one month,
the classes sold pink hair extensions that were provided by SO.CAP.USA. The
company produces hair extensions and bonding equipment and provides alternatives
to replace hair loss due to chemotherapy.

On Monday, November 30, 2009, Ron Cardillo, Vice President of Business
Development, accepted a check for $1,700 on behalf of ESBOCES students. All
proceeds will be donated to breast cancer awareness.

Mr. Cardillo said, “It’s great that we can work with cosmetology students who are learning
the industry and studying to have a lucrative career but who are involved in projects
like Pink Hair for Hope that raises awareness and funds for breast cancer research.”

Pictured: Ron Cardillo, VP (center) and Laura
Gambardello, rep. SOP.CAP.USA (far right) accept
a check for $1,700 from (l to r) Dotty LoBiondo,

Teacher Assistant; Wendy Joyce, Cosmetology
Teacher; Donna Singer, Cosmetology Teacher;
and Dean Lucera, Principal. The check was
created by the ESBOCES Arts, Design, and

Visual Communications program.
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Nurse Assisting - A Career Path That Helps Others

Students in Jane Doherty’s Nurse Assisting class at the H.B. Ward Technical
and Academic Center (WTAC) in Riverhead have been actively involved in
gathering food donations for local food pantries. They sold raffles for a $25
American Express card and raised $139. The money from the raffle was
used to go food shopping on December 23. On December 24, the students
delivered all the food to the Long Island Council of Churches. This
organization’s mission is to work together to improve the well-being of Long
Islanders and to promote interfaith understanding and cooperation. They

distributed the food to various
local food pantries.

Ms. Doherty said, “There is a
growing need for kind, caring,
and compassionate individuals
in the health care industry.
Students enrolled in the ESBOCES Nurse Assisting class are on the right
career path to help individuals.”

It is never too early to start training
your puppy. You too can achieve
success and raise a well-mannered
dog. Are you interested in teaching
your dog to grasp commands like sit,
stay, take, come, or walk on a loose
leash or to socialize with other dogs
and be a more obedient member of
your pack?  If so, the two new Adult

Education courses offered through Eastern Suffolk BOCES
may be just what you’re looking for. Puppy Kindergarten and
Canine Basic Obedience Training for puppies between eight
weeks and six months old are designed to get you off to a
great start. Both courses are offered at the Brookhaven Technical Center
in Bellport once a week over the course of six sessions. Emphasis is placed
on socialization using positive reinforcement.

Theo, a Bernese mountain dog from Center Moriches, and his
owner Dominique, recently completed the training. Dominique
sent a letter of thanks to instructor Mai Lan Boyce. She said,
“I want to thank you for the wonderful puppy kindergarten class
we took with you. We signed Theo up so he would learn
commands and how to be polite. He took great to the class.
Theo remembers all his commands and the best one is to sit
and stay when people are entering the house. I can't wait to
sign Theo up for adult obedience. It is awesome to have a well-
mannered puppy and all thanks to you!”

Ms. Boyce said the training is as much for the dog as the
owner. “They learn how to give consistent commands and that
makes all the difference sometimes,” said Ms. Boyce. 

For more information about these courses, please visit the ESBOCES Web
site at: www.esboces.org/AEV. You can register online or call 631-286-6585.

Honor Roll Assembly at Islip Academic Center

On Thursday, December 10, 18 students at the Islip Academic Center (IAC)
were honored with certificates at an Honor Roll assembly. These students
earned honor roll status related to their first quarter grades and attendance.
The criteria for Gold Honor is 90 percent or above average with three or
less absences, Silver Honor is 80 percent or above average with five or less
absences, and Honorable Mention is the same as Silver but with more than
five absences.

The program at IAC is designed for secondary students based on self contained
and departmentalized classes allowing for a least restrictive environment.
Within the program, there is an Intensive Counseling Program (ICP) and a
Behavioral strand. The age range of the students is between 15 and 21.

Basic Training Begins in Puppy Kindergarten

1. Angela V. – Sayville UFSD
2. Shaun D. – Rocky Point UFSD
3. Iain S. – Sayville UFSD
4. David H. – Central Islip UFSD
5. Vincent C. – Patchogue-Medford UFSD
6. Tyler L. – Sayville UFSD
7. Katrisa P. – Riverhead CSD
8. Elizabeth C. – Longwood CSD
9. Nick H. – Patchogue-Medford UFSD

10. Malcolm S. – Central Islip UFSD
11. Alexis S.  – Central Islip UFSD
12. Katelyn K. – Middle Country CSD
13. Daniel T. – Miller Place UFSD
14. Alex B. – Longwood CSD
15. Peter M. – Patchogue-Medford UFSD
16. Roberto B. – Patchogue-Medford UFSD
17. Chandler C. – Middle Country CSD
18. Christopher H. – Brentwood UFSD

IAC Honor Roll Recipients for 1st Quarter 2009-10: 

BAC Students Raise Funds for “Dylan’s Footprint”

Under the direction of Math Teacher, Mary Teufel,
students Shaleeka B. of the Three Village CSD, and
Christina K. of Central Islip UFSD, encouraged their
teachers and classmates to purchase cake,
cookies, and muffins in order to raise funds.  Ms.
Teufel said, “This community service effort raised
much-needed funds for Dylan Thompson, a
sophomore at Harborfields High School who has
been diagnosed with muscular dystrophy.”

The fundraising efforts of all participating high schools in the Compassion
Without Borders program is being used to make Dylan’s home handicapped
accessible. Compassion Without Borders made its inauguration this October
through the direction of the Suffolk County High School Principals’
Association.  It is a program designed to galvanize the collective energies
of Suffolk County high school students under the newly created Suffolk
County High School Leadership Council. Each year, the student leaders
will identify important causes within our schools and communities and lend
material and intellectual support for these endeavors.



Premm Learning Center Joins Islip Career 
Center for Thanksgiving Feast
Approximately 200 students and staff participated in the Thanksgiving
celebration on November 19 at the Premm Learning Center (PLC) in
Oakdale. This year’s Annual Thanksgiving Feast was a collaborative
partnership between PLC and the Islip Career Center (ICC) program. The
students in Steve Kuhl’s ICC Culinary class cooked nine turkeys to celebrate
the occasion.
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BAC Brings Cheer to Senior Citizens

On December 8, students from the
Bellport Academic Center’s Student
Council made their third annual holiday
visit to the Medford Multicare Center for
Living to share the joy of the season with
the elderly.  The center offers short-term
and long-term care including physical,
occupational, and speech therapy.

The musical program opened with
traditional holiday songs such as Winter Wonderland, Silver Bells, Let It

Snow, and The Twelve Days of Christmas. The senior citizens were
delighted with the performance and asked the students to come again
next year. 

At the end of the musical performance, students introduced themselves
to the seniors and assisted them in decorating holiday ornaments to
decorate the center’s tree.  As they worked, the students carried on
conversations with the seniors to learn more about them. Kenneth Metty,
teacher assistant said, “The residents were so happy to share experiences
with the youngsters from the high school and always look forward to this
time of year when the Student Council comes to visit them.”

School Library System Partners With Brookhaven National Laboratory

On November 18, School Library System (SLS), in cooperation with Brookhaven
National Lab (BNL), invited 47 students, teachers, and school librarians from
component school districts across Long Island to participate in a Partners in Science
program at the Brookhaven National Laboratory Computing Facility. The program’s
purpose, under the direction of ESBOCES School Library System Coordinator Gail
Barraco, is to encourage scholarships in science and math through the use of
reference and research materials not readily available in school or public library
collections. During the seminar, librarians showed the participants how to use the
research library and provided information on understanding how data is processed.
BNL Information Specialists Michiko Tanaka and Stacey Kuczewski demonstrated
research techniques on accessing data, including understanding the library catalog,
e-journals, e-books, databases, indexes, and internet resources.  “Research data
can be overwhelming. It is important to focus on what you really need when
researching data,” suggested Ms. Tanaka.

BNL scientists, Efstratios Efstathiadis and Ofer Rind led the school librarians,
teachers and students on a tour of one of the world’s fastest supercomputers known

as “New York Blue,”
which has been used
by Long Island students 
in their research for 
Intel Science research
competition. According
to Dr. Efstathiadis, “Not
only is New York Blue
used by local students, but also by scientists from around the world in studies that
involve climate science modeling, molecular dynamics data, protein data, drug
design, and computational structural biology.” BNL’s supercomputer is one of a
handful of supercomputers used throughout the world that is part of a computer
grid used to locate data. 

The Partners in Science program was started in 1990 and has included over 700
student participants who have had the opportunity to research scientific data using
the library services at BNL.

Learning Valuable Life Lessons From a Dolphin

In October, students from the Sayville Academic Center (SAC)
came face-to-face with Winter when they took a virtual field trip
to the Clearwater Marine Aquarium in Florida.  Winter is a
dolphin that lost her tail when she was just three months old
after it became tangled and mangled in a crab trap. While she
recovered, a prosthetic tail was made for her.  

Through the magic of a live web cast from scholastic.com,
students in Mrs. Cannazzaro’s,  Mrs. Scotto’s, and Mrs. Hope’s
classes were very excited to see Winter in her home, watch
how she used a prosthetic tail, learn from her trainers, and meet
the authors of the book, Winter’s Tail, How One Little Dolphin

Learned to Swim Again. They also learned about marine wildlife
as well as invaluable lessons in resilience, compassion, and
friendship.  

Speech teacher, Kathy Martin said, “Reinforcing concepts and
skills were taught from the Character Education curriculum.
Jennifer Shanahan, our school counselor, and I teamed up with
the classroom teachers, Amy Hope and Lisa Scotto, to facilitate
lessons that taught the students how to face and cope with day-
to-day life challenges.”  Integrating the lessons encouraged
discussions and built language arts skills.  The students learned
“If Winter can….we can!”

Pictured (l-r) PLC Principal
Kevin Crofton, Classroom
Teacher Colette Fabrizio,
and her students, (l-r)
Makeyan, Isaiah, Robert,
and Natali enjoy the
Thanksgiving celebration.
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Fun Fall Events at Westhampton Beach Learning Center

Students at Westhampton Beach Learning Center
(WHBLC) participated in many fun fall events.
Integrated curriculum projects, incorporating
multiple subject areas and learning standards, and
centering on the autumn season led to many
exciting culminating activities.

A pumpkin patch magically appeared one brisk day
on the grassy field behind the DeFeo Administration
Building. Delighted students enjoyed picking a

perfect pumpkin to bring home and share with their families.

Transformations were taking place inside the WHBLC Special Education
facilities too. Occupational and physical therapists transformed classrooms
into exploratory, multi-sensory Spooky Walks. Additionally, each annex
class hosted an interactive activity for their visiting schoolmates. Principal
Fran Cenerelli said, “The Halloween walk-around learning stations and
displays were fun and educational for the students.” Older students
practiced their social skills as well as their dance steps at the annual
Halloween Costume Dance.

Hair Extensions Help Future Skilled Work Force Club

On December 11, 2009, Deborah Esposito and Michele Pristina’s
Cosmetology classes from the Edward J. Milliken Technical Center (MTC)
in Oakdale, conducted a fundraiser for SkillsUSA. The organization is a
partnership of students, teachers, and industry working together to ensure
America has a skilled work force. 

Throughout the day at MTC, cosmetology students attached red and green
hair extensions to the heads of staff and students. Ms. Esposito said, “The

atmosphere in the building was
quite festive especially with so
many people with red and green
extensions.” Extensions could
be purchased for $6 a strand.
More than $180 was raised for
this very worthwhile cause.

Behavior Points Transform Into Purchase Points

The Islip Academic Center (IAC) has a
dedicated staff that provides a multifaceted
educational experience on the secondary
level for the academic and social
development of all students in partnership
with parents and the community.

Special Education Teacher Carmella
Youmans said, “This holiday season, staff

donated over 250 gift items so that students could “purchase”
gifts for their family and friends.  The students used their
behavioral points to purchase various items.” Staff and students
wrapped the presents together. She added, “This event enabled
students to meet their behavior and social management needs
in conjunction with academic requirements.”

This Holiday Fair was a great success and all staff and students
are looking forward to the 2010 Holiday Fair!

Airman Wcela Shares Military Experiences With Eastern Suffolk BOCES Students

US Air Force Airman Ron Wcela, a graduate from the Connetquot
CSD, volunteered to share his experiences in the military with
students at the Islip Academic Center (IAC) in Oakdale just a few
weeks before he was scheduled to be deployed to Kuwait.

His mom, Christine Wcela, an Eastern Suffolk BOCES employee
said, “He surprised me when he came home to visit. It’s hard
sometimes. He’s my second oldest. I’m very proud of him and we
try and communicate as much as possible. We are closer now
than ever.”

Mr. Wcela joined the Air Force 11 months ago and has been stationed at
Wright Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton, Ohio. Since joining the military, 
Mr. Wcela’s life has changed though he admits initially, he didn’t think it would
affect him that much. He said, “It’s nothing like high school.”  Basic Military

Training (BMT) was rigorous. “I had to get my hair cut off. I wore
a uniform. We rolled out of bed at 4:45 a.m. and ran for an hour.
There were times when my nose was pressed up against a locker.
It was the same routine every day but I got used to it,” he said.
“It’s really changed me and my life, for the better,” he added.

“I am more independent, personally and financially. I learned to
be more responsible. I feel like an adult. People look up to me and
ask me for help. Essentially I’m more grown up and mature,” Ron
said. “I like being part of something very big.” 

The Islip Academic Center is designed for secondary students who have
emotional and conduct disorders. The students range in age between 15 and
21. The staff strives to provide educational experiences that enhance the
students’ social development in partnership with society.  

Students Thanked for Volunteer Efforts at Legislator’s Office

Masera Learning Center (MLC) students were invited to visit Suffolk
County Assemblyman Thomas Barraga’s (R-West Islip) office,
where he thanked the students for their volunteer efforts in helping
with constituent services. “I am indebted to the students for helping
and assisting us here in my legislative office, and I look forward to
working with them again in the near future,” said Mr. Barraga. 

Pictured (l-r) front row, Eastern Suffolk
BOCES students Kevin T., Stephen A., Logan
L., and Christopher T.; back row, ESBOCES
MLC Classroom Teacher Sarah Isaacson,
Suffolk County Legislator Thomas Barraga,
and Paraeducators Barbara Busch and
Edwin Cuervo.
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Students from the Law Enforcement program at the Edward J. Milliken
Technical Center (MTC) in Oakdale, delivered donated items for the Bide-a-
Wee Animal Shelter in Westhampton Beach on November 20. The
community service project, entitled Help Our Pets In Need (H.O.P.I.N), was
coordinated by Law Enforcement Teacher Claire Kessler, with assistance
from Law Enforcement Teacher Robert Schindlar and Teacher Assistant
Philip Epstein. 

The program, which is part of the Newsday Future Corp project, involved
students collecting hundreds of donated pet items including blankets, towels,
food, collars, toys, and grooming tools which were donated, along with cash
donations, to the animal shelter. 

Bide-a-Wee Learning Center Manager Amy Hraniotis commented, “During
the holiday season it’s wonderful that the students held the HOPIN drive for

our shelter. The donations will go to great use and we are exceptionally
grateful for their help.”

Pictured, students from Law Enforcement program at MTC in Oakdale, Law
Enforcement Teachers Claire Kessler and Robert Schindler, Teaching Assistant
Philip Epstein, Bide-a-Wee Learning Center Manager Amy Hraniotis and Bide-a-
Wee resident canine River, participated in the H.O.P.I.N. program at the Bide-a-
Wee Animal Shelter in Westhampton Beach.

An Afternoon of Beauty While Helping the Community

On December 8, 2009, Cosmetology
students at the Brookhaven Technical
Center (BTC) in Bellport and the Edward
J. Milliken Technical Center (MTC) in
Oakdale rolled out An Afternoon of
Beauty While Helping the Community.

Salon services that included haircuts/blow dry/styling, manicures, and paraffin
treatments were offered to the community. This event had a two-fold purpose: As a
community service project the requested donations of $2 and a non-perishable food
item were distributed to local food pantries. Additionally, staff and students invited
community members into the Cosmetology program, giving them a first-hand
experience and insight into the workings, educational component, and skill acquired
by the students who attend this particular ESBOCES program. 

Members from the community, Myrna Lisa from Mastic, and her friend Kathy from

Center Moriches, said they saw the calendar listing for “An Afternoon of Beauty” in
the Pennysaver News and thought they would treat themselves to a “fun day.” 
Myrna Lisa said, “It was a wonderful experience and a privilege to be Samantha’s
first customer. I’m happy to see that the donations will be going to help those in
need.” Samantha is a student from the Bay Shore UFSD attending the 
Jr. Cosmetology program at the Edward J. Milliken Technical Center in Oakdale.

Students in the Career and Technical Education
programs participate in community service
projects throughout the year. They raise funds for
a variety of causes and organizations. This year
they chose to assist local organizations like HELP
Suffolk and the Lighthouse Mission. They raised
almost $400 and a van full of non-perishable food
items that were distributed on December 16, 2009.

After making Christmas tree crafts and listening to holiday stories,
students from Bette Stark’s preschool class at Islip Career Center (ICC)
enjoyed a special holiday visitor on December 17.  Santa surprised the
excited preschoolers as they squealed with delight over the encounter
with Old Saint Nick. The children told Santa of their holiday wishes,

followed by Santa presenting
each child with a special gift.
Individual and group photos
were taken to remember this
special occasion.

Santa Visits Islip Career Center

Students Make Discoveries at Masera Learning Center’s Hands-on Science Fair

Masera Learning Center (MLC) held its seventh Annual Science Fair during
the week of November 16. Science projects were correlated with the Science
21 curriculum and New York State standards by students with parent
participation and assistance.

"I am truly amazed this year with close to 60 science
projects on display out of 108 students. Each year
we get more and more parent involvement. This year
has exceeded our goal of parent participation. The
projects are so creative with many hands-on and
functional activities, meeting the individual needs of
the students on the autism spectrum,” said curriculum teacher Cathy Hocoluk.

Science project experiments by the students included: making a five senses
book; creating a display on a fall nature walk collage; analyzing various foods
by tasting sweet or salty foods; creating a sorting puzzle using objects being
placed into the properties of color, size, and shape; investigating how objects

sink or float; measuring various items using a ruler; investigating earth science
by planting bulbs and labeling parts of a plant; making a volcano; creating pet
rocks; investigating chemical changes by observing the reaction with ice cubes

in different water temperatures; recording weather
temperatures with a thermometer; creating an
animal flip book; and analyzing healthy and non-
healthy foods.

Students who participated in the fair were awarded
with certificates of participation and ribbons for their
great efforts. An award ceremony in the school

cafeteria was held in the afternoon on November 23.  Parents were invited and
light refreshments were served.
ESBOCES MLC Curriculum Teacher Cathy Hocoluk (left) and Classroom Teacher
Karen Karaptis (right), oversee the science projects from students (l-r): Caitlin B.,
Bay Shore UFSD; Matthew M., Central Islip UFSD; Guy B., Sachem CSD; and
Anthony V., Copiague CSD at the Science Fair.

Students H.O.P.I.N. at Bide-a-Wee
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“Step Up to the Plate” Empowerment Conference

ESBOCES Student Assistance Services and
Suffolk County Department of Health Services
Partner to Create Health Awareness Program
Student Assistance Services and the Suffolk County Department of Health
Services teamed up to sponsor the High School Youth Empowerment Conference
“Step Up to the Plate,” held on December 18, at St. Joseph’s College in
Patchogue. The conference, which included 15 school districts with close to 200
participants, was part of a comprehensive approach to reduce risky health
behavior among adolescents, and focused on nutrition and wellness. Students
from grades 9 through 12 participated in presentations on eating disorders, self
image issues, peer pressure issues, the harmful effects of energy drinks, and the
effects of the metabolic syndrome. 

Keynote Speaker Leslie Lipton addressed the students about her experience with
eating disorders. Born and raised in New York, Ms. Lipton attended Chapin School
for 13 years. During that time, she wrote and published “Unwell,” which chronicles
her feelings of despair, friendship, and ultimately hopes in her personal struggles
with anorexia nervosa. She overcame her eating disorder and has since obtained
her degree from Columbia University and is currently pursuing a Doctorate in
Psychology. As an advocate for eating disorder awareness and prevention, she
has spoken at numerous colleges and universities.

In addition to the keynote speaker, Creative Ministries Performing Arts Educational

Theater Company performed “Butt Out,” which highlighted the dangers of tobacco
use in an entertaining and informative way, and encouraged students to make
healthy choices while being a positive influence on their peers.

“As part of our comprehensive approach to reducing risky health behaviors among
adolescents, we are pleased to offer this year’s youth conference on the subject
of nutrition and wellness, with a focus on what young people can do to improve
dietary habits for themselves, their peers, their families, and their schools. We are
at the beginning stages of making real change in the area of nutrition, much as we
were years ago when the first thing asked in a restaurant was 'Smoking or Non-
Smoking.' No one ever thought that there would come a day when restaurants and

bars would be smoke-free. We have
a long way to go in making strides in
healthy eating, but it’s exciting to think
about the possibilities, especially
when we can have young people act
as advocates,” said ESBOCES
School Liaison Martha Kahan.

Pictured (l-r) ESBOCES Program Coordinator Martha Kahan; Teachers Steve
Myers, Oskar Ramirez, Bryzeida Perez, Lukasz Sokol, Mikeyia Stanfield; Guidance
Counselor Mark Schwartz; Suffolk County Department of Health Service Program
Coordinator Nancy Hemendinger; and Suffolk County Health Commissioner Dr.
Linda Mermelstein attended the High School Youth Empowerment Conference.

Students Learn On-the-Job Skills

On December 3, Islip Career Center (ICC) students learned the culinary art of
pizza making, as part of a community culinary outing. Paraeducator Geri Depersio
and Classroom Teacher Steve Kuhl coordinated the school field trip, which
correlated to the school’s Introduction to Cooking class. Pizza Network owner
John Bernsten invited the students to his pizzeria and personally instructed the
students with “hands on” pizza making techniques. 

Student Carl M. from the Brentwood UFSD commented, “I learned a lot today. I
learned how to follow instructions, pay attention, and use teamwork.” 

“I had fun making pizza with my class. It’s fun cooking with friends,” said Sayville

UFSD student Jean Marie T. 

Mr. Kuhl, who is this year’s
ESBOCES teacher of the year, is
proud of his classes’ many
achievements and looks forward to
participating in additional outings.
“We’re hoping to continue these
types of outings so our students can have hands-on experience and understanding
of what it’s like to prepare food in restaurant settings,” said Ms. Depersio.

Kings and Queens for the Day
In preparation for a festive holiday season, students
from Brookhaven Technology Center’s (BTC)
Cosmetology program and the Early Childhood
Education program joined for a “Day of Beauty”. The
program, coordinated by Cosmetology Teacher
Wendy Joyce and Early Childhood Education
Teacher Jayne Kaht, provided salon services by 30

cosmetology students for the program’s pre-schoolers. With the permission of

their parents, 35 pre-schoolers ages two to four enjoyed the salon services, which
included haircuts, blow dryings, styling, and manicures. “This is the second year
we’ve been coordinating this event. It shows the cooperation between two
educational programs and how successful it can be,” said Ms. Joyce.

“The younger kids feel like kings and queens for the day,” said Ms. Kaht. “The
older high school students get hands-on experience and the younger pre-
schoolers have the opportunity to enjoy the salon experience.”

If you would like to make a salon appointment, call 286-6738.

The Canine Careers program at the Brookhaven
Technical Center (BTC) in Bellport recently had the
opportunity to watch dental surgery on Healey, an 11-
year-old Jack Russell Terrier.  Dr. Charles Greco, from
the Animal Medical Hospital of Centereach invited the
students in Lisa Konnerth’s class to watch the procedure. 

The students watched as Healey was prepared for surgery. Once sedated,
the technician began cleaning the teeth and extracting all the loose and
decaying teeth. Proper tooth brushing of any animal’s teeth is important.
If teeth are neglected or left untreated, an animal can die from infection.  

The students also listened to Healey’s heartbeat through
a stethoscope. They had the opportunity to speak with a
past graduate of the Animal Science program who now
works for Dr. Greco. Meredith told the students, “The
training I received in the Eastern Suffolk BOCES Animal
Science program helped me get the job at the animal
hospital.” It was a great experience for the students to see

first-hand that the education they receive at ESBOCES is of practical use
in the real world and that this education will enhance their future endeavors. 

For more information about the Canine Careers program, please visit
www.esboces.org or call 631-286-6500.

Dogs Need Dentists Too!
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On Friday, December 4, 2009, students in
Vinnie Catenacci's Junior Cosmetology
classes at the H.B. Ward Technical and
Academic Center (WTAC) in Riverhead
invited guests from local school districts as
well as parents and members of the
community for a day of beauty. Mrs.
Catenacci and Teacher Assistant Dorothy Mazzarella supervised the
students who performed various services for the clients. The students
welcomed the clients at a festive reception desk accompanied with holiday
music, where refreshments were served. Client services included haircuts,
scalp treatments, scalp massage, shampoo, and blow out styles. Curling
and flat iron techniques were performed to give a finished look to the

client's hair style. Complete manicures and deep conditioning paraffin
treatment with soothing massage to the hands were also done on
the clients. 

The students decided that day to ask the clients for holiday donations
to help H.B. Ward students and their families who are in need this
holiday season. The students raised a total of one hundred dollars! 

The day was a success! The students operated a salon for the day and the
clients received top-notch services. Melissa Donnelly, Special Education
Teacher at Shoreham-Wading River High School said, “I’m impressed with
the programs that are offered at ESBOCES. I did a tour with my students
a few years ago. I would like to do it again so they can see what programs
are available to them."

The Biggest Losers Are Located at BLC

The losers at the Brookhaven Learning Center (BLC) are very proud of
themselves! Fifty Eastern Suffolk BOCES staff members participated in a
competition to lose weight. There were ten teams of five people. The
competition began at the beginning of October and concluded on
December 23, 2009. Imagine having to get through the holidays like
Halloween, Christmas, and Hanukkah while remaining on a diet! 

Nancy Smalling, Assistant Principal said, “It cost $30 to enter, and the
winning team took the pot. The contestants weighed in once a week on the
same day for 12 weeks.” The losers lost a total of 340.5 lbs! Ms. Smalling
said, “I’m very proud of my losers.”

The initial weigh-in provided a baseline for the total weight of each team.

Weight lost or gain was calculated based on the percentage of total weight
each week. The winning team consisting of Paraeducator Afaf Basaly,
Speech/Hearing Teacher Renee Gretschel, Paraeducator Denise

Sammartino, and Teacher Assistant Jeanie Flieger,
lost 9.62 percent of the team’s total body weight.

Having practiced good nutrition and healthy eating
at the end of 2009, the losers at BLC have begun
the New Year with habits that are sure to keep
them fit and strong throughout 2010.

Winning Team: Afaf Basaly, Renee Gretschel,
Denise Sammartino, and Jeanie Flieger

Jefferson Academic Center Decorates for the Holidays

As part of Jefferson Academic Center’s (JAC) Character Education
Program, students created ornaments and decorated holiday trees for the
Village of Port Jefferson Dicken’s Festival. Student Assistant Services
(SAS) Counselor Marie Lynch and Art Teacher Jean Kleifgen coordinated
the project, which involved creating the decorations from recyclable items.
The program provides a foundation for building social skills for middle
school students and teaches a value system that students can carry into
their adult life. 

“At the center of these expectations is the belief that through careful
preparation and regular practice, our students can transition through our
behavior management system and increase their social skills and ability to

transition. As our students
learn these requisite skills,
they have increased
opportunities to generalize
them and experience
appropriate and meaningful
interactions with their
peers, their teachers, their families, and the community,” said Jefferson
Academic Center Principal Susan Goltz. “The opportunity to participate in
community activities supports goals to increase students’ social skills and
helps our students embrace a commitment to service learning.”

Whole School Celebrations

Library Media Specialist Sara Kardasz, and
Assistant Superintendent Lisa Boerum from the
Little Flower UFSD, provided an engaging
presentation to local component school district
Library Media Specialists at the School Library
System (SLS) liaison meeting. Gail Barraco, SLS
Administrative Coordinator said, “Sara is a leader
in her school and in her profession. She and Lisa
were invited to share their Whole School

Celebrations presentation because it was such a huge success with the
teachers, parents, students, and administrators at Little Flower.” 

Ms. Boerum said, “The challenge was to
determine how to change the learning
community of the school.” Instrumental was
an activity that focused on Common Beliefs.  If
something needs to be changed, there needs
to be baseline information. A Common Belief
activity is the first step in discovering how
people think. Sara asked, “Who’s in your
rowboat? This might be very important to know. We questioned ourselves
about the current reality within the library and with the administrators and
asked what would be the ideal reality.”

East End Day of Beauty
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Eastern Suffolk BOCES does not discriminate against any employee, student, applicant for employment or candidate for enrollment on the basis of gender, race, color, religion
or creed, age, national origin, marital status, disability or any other classification protected by law. This policy of nondiscrimination includes: access by students to educational
programs, student activities, recruitment, appointment and promotion of employees, salaries, pay and other benefits. BOCES will be in full compliance with all applicable rules
and regulations pertaining to civil rights for students and employees (e.g., Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990). Inquiries regarding the application of the above references should be directed to either of the BOCES Civil Rights Compliance Officers:
Michael J. Locantore, Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources, 201 Sunrise Highway, Patchogue, NY 11772 (631) 687-3029 or Dr. Julie Davis Lutz, Associate
Superintendent for Educational Services, 201 Sunrise Highway, Patchogue, NY 11772 (631) 687-3056.
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